
Colombia – Andes & Caribbean

This is an exciting 13 day motorcycle tour exploring the extraordinary
country of Colombia.  It’s, a place of startling contrasts, from dense
Amazonian jungle, spectacular tropical beaches and snow-capped
Andean mountain ranges to Bogotá’s fast-growing metropolis and the
immaculate colonial architecture of Villa de Leyva, Cartagena and
Popayan.

The Colombia motorcycle tour regularly is sold out, showing that
Colombia is definitely back on the map! The Andes riding delivers foot-
peg scraping bends through lush green forests, mountains and valleys.
It’s fair to say that riders are staggered by this incredibly beautiful and
friendly country, which challenges their preconceptions.

GlobeBusters Founders, Kevin & Julia Sanders, first travelled here in 1997, celebrating New Year in Cartagena.
They returned in 2003 on their Guinness World Record™, hosted by a group of amazing Colombian BMW GS
Riders. Since 2009, GlobeBusters has operated our Trans Americas Expedition through Colombia.  Great feedback
meant that Colombia was perfect for a short tour too! Overwhelmingly, riders are thrilled at exploring this country
and are sad to leave. Colombia – the only danger is wanting to stay!

At a glance

  Duration (days): 13
  Miles Covered: 1320
  Riding difficulty: Moderate
  Unpaved Roads: 5%
  Culture Shock: Medium

Highlights

Here are the highlights of this 13 day Colombia motorcycle tour

Bogota – a fast growing metropolis of ten million people, with an urban mix of modern and historic, crazy
traffic, hospitable people and a dynamic atmosphere.
Kick off your tour by mingling with the locals at the BBC! The Bogota Beer Company, of course, serving the
best micro-brewery beers in the capital! ,
Fabulous on road and off road riding through the rugged Colombian highlands, linking a glut of small
perfectly preserved colonial towns – Villa de Leyva, Barichara
Head to the largest main plaza in South America – the cobbled square in Villa de Leyva and watch the
sunset over the terracotta tiled roofs, whilst enjoying drinks at La Terraza
The UNESCO listed port town of Santa Cruz de Mompox, on the banks of the Magdalena River, once
thriving trading post, now a town that time forgot!
With just the right mix of sun, sand, and colonial charm, exploring Cartagena, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, shows you one of the most impressive old towns in the Western Hemisphere
Notorious Medellín, former stomping ground of drug lord, Pablo Escobar, now exudes wealth & culture –
don’t miss the Fernando Botero Sculpture Park for curvaceous figures!
Riding the incredible twisting mountain roads to the terraced valleys of the Zona Cafetera, where half of
Colombia’s coffee is produced (then tasting some!)
Impressive colonial city of Popayan, famous for its chalk-white facades, its nickname is ‘the White City’.

This map is illustrative only and does not represent the exact roads we ride on the tour.
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Itinerary

This is a 13 day, 12 night itinerary, covering around 1,380 miles (2,220 kms). It starts in Bogota and ends in
Popoyan.

Day 1: Bogotá
Fly into the Colombian capital and transfers to our hotel, in the heart of the La Zona Rosa, so there are plenty of
restaurants and bars close by.  You’ll meet for a Tour Briefing and the head out for our Welcome Group Dinner.

Day 2:  La Palma y El Tucan
We transfer you to the motorcycle depot for bike familiarisation, followed by a ride out of Bogota to a
superb coffee lodge in the hills. In the afternoon you can take a coffee tour, followed by a group dinner that
evening.

Day 3: La Palma y El Tucan – Villa de Leyva (115 miles)
We leave the city heading north, through the multi-coloured mountains of the Cundiboyacense Plateau, with a
stop at the Salt Cathedral of Zipaquira.  Then onto a colonial gem, UNESCO listed Villa de Leyva for overnight.  It
has Latin America’s biggest cobbled plaza and a great place to have a beer or coffee and watch the sunset.

Day 4: Villa de Leyva – Bucaramanga (165 miles)
More great roads through the Colombian Highlands – there’s a short section of dirt road out of Villa de Levya,
then plenty of tarmac twisties on the mountain roads. The Chichamocha Canyon has fantastic hairpin bends. 
Stop for a coffee to enjoy the views at the top of the canyon or take some time out to take the cable car across to
the other side and back.

Day 5: Bucuramanga – Mompox (217 miles)
Continuing north, we reach the Magdalena River Valley.  A great road, with some short sections of dirt, takes us
across the marshes, through small villages, to the forgotten town of Mompox, once a thriving port, now an
untouched colonial time warp!  We stay in a charming boutique hotel, close to the river front.

Day 6 & 7: Mompox – Cartagena (192 miles)
With just the right mix of sun, sand, and old world charm, much of the attraction of Cartagena lies in strolling
through its colonial streets. It is a World Heritage City (raided by Sir Francis Drake in 1586 in the Battle of
Cartagena) and is considered to be one of the most picturesque cities in South America. You have a day off to
explore the cobbled streets and old ramparts, or just chill by the pool. Our 4* hotel is only a 5 minute walk into the
Old Town and its roof top terrace affords spectacular views over the coast.

Day 8 : Cartagena – Monteria (176 miles)
We leave behind the Caribbean and head south to the town of Monteria and on the banks of the Sinu River.  This
means we are perfectly placed for tomorrow’s ride back into the Andes.

Day 9 & 10: Monteria – Medellín (250 miles)
We climb back into the peaks, with plenty of twists and turns through the Andes  – this is a “full on” ride, jostling
with the traffic latino style as we head into Medellín, former stomping ground of drug lord, Pablo Escobar.  You
have a day off here and can explore the city on its extensive cable car system, giving incredible views over the
city.  Or you can stroll down to Plaza Botero and look at the curvaceous sculptures.  Our 5* hotel is a short walk to
the Zona Rosa, where you can find many restaurants, bars and music in the evening.

Day 11: Medellín – Salento (162 miles)
We continue our journey snaking up and down through the Andes amidst the verdant, green terraces of the coffee
plantation area.  Salento, a small colonial town with colorful paisa architecture, sits in the heart of Colombia’s
Coffee Triangle.
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Day 12: Alcala – Popayan (191 miles)
Your final days ride along the Pan American to historical Popayan, also known as the “White City”.  It is one of the
most scenic and well conserved towns in Latin America, with many colonial era white buildings, narrow streets
and a charming atmosphere. Our 4* hotel is a converted monastery, with beautiful courtyard and swimming pool.

Day 13: Popayan – Home
Transfer to the international airport for your flight back home. 

Accommodation

Colombia offers an excellent standard of hotel accommodation through this tour. We use great quality 4 star
hotels, boutique hotels or traditional haciendas.

 

 

Whats Included

You have the benefit of booking your motorcycle tour with a UK tour
operator who has in place Financial Payment Protection Insurance with
Towergate Stevens & Chapman, so that your money paid to us in advance is protected in accordance with The
Package Travel Regulations 1992.

Before you go

The assurance of booking with a fully bonded and insured UK tour operator and knowing that your money
paid in advance is protected.
Access to the GlobeBusters Team for one to one meeting about preparing for the tour and what to expect.
Motorcycle Tour Travel Pack, including Tour Specific Guidance Handbook, SD Card with mapping,
downloadable GPS Route, Daily Route Notes with riding and safety tips, information about the hotels, the
route and the sights.

En Route

Hotel bed and breakfast accommodation on a shared basis (unless Single Room booked).
Standard of accommodation is 10 nights in 4* hotels, 1 nights in 3* hotel, 1 night in coffee lodge
Welcome & Farewell Evening Meal, one dinner at the coffee lodge. (Drinks excluded)
Local overnight hotel parking charges.
Airport Transfers at the start and the end of the Tour, provided you arrive on the official start and leave on
the official end date.

Support Crew

GlobeBusters Motorcycle Tour Leader to accompany the Group
Local Support Driver and Vehicle, equipped with satellite phone, spare fuel, water, tools, selected spare
parts and emergency first aid kit, acting as a sweeper vehicle

Motorcycle Hire
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Where you have chosen to rent a motorcycle, this is organised by us with the local motorcycle rental provider,
who is the Approved BMW Travel Partner for Colombia.   Your rental fee includes:

11 days of motorcycle rental of the model as chosen by you (or equivalent model)
Top box and tank bag (side panniers are not available)
Third party liability insurance (“SOAT”) for Colombia to ride the hire motorcycle
Damage insurance, with a compulsory excess of 10% of the value of the motorcycle (BMW R1200GS in
Colombia will mean an excess of around US$3,500).

We act as agent for the local provider and on arrival, you are required to sign the local rental agency terms and
conditions of hire – please request these, if you require sight in advance.  It is mandatory that you provide valid
credit card details as a guarantee against damages, so ensure you have sufficient credit card limit.  On collection,
we advise you to check your rental motorcycle carefully and to take photographs of it, as proof of its condition.

Please note that on rare occasions we may need to substitute your choice of motorcycle for something similar.

If you require any other motorcycle accessories (tank bag, top box, GPS mount, GPS unit etc), please request
these on booking and an additional charge may be applicable.

Not Included

Return passenger airline flights or any other travel costs to get to the start and from the finish point for
the tour.
Personal travel, accident and medical insurance
Motorcycle insurance or motorcycle breakdown recovery insurance
Entrance fees to sights and parks, optional excursions or activities, (except where stated)
Lunches, snacks or evening meals (except where stated). Any meals whilst on board ferries.
Personal spending money, tips, souvenirs or other extras.
Personal documentation (eg visas, passport), vaccinations, personal taxes, border crossing fees.
Fuel, oil & other motorcycle consumables, toll road fees, traffic fines.
Cost of parts, labour or other indirect costs relating to the repair of any damage to your motorcycle or a
rental motorcycle
We do not supply riding gear; you must bring your own helmet, jacket, trousers and gloves.
Any other item not specifically stated as included in the price.

Flights
For clarity, we do not include your passenger flights. It is your responsibility to organise your own flights to and
from the destination. You need to book an outward flight to our start point, Bogota to arrive no later than 2
October 2020.  The earliest leave date is any time on 14 October 2020 from Popayan.   However, do not book your
flights until the tour is designated as a Guaranteed Departure.

Should you wish to arrive before the official start date or stay after the official end date, please simply request
extra nights at the time of booking and we can make the reservation at our group hotel.

Please also refer to our terms and conditions.

Useful Info

What riding experience do I need?
The Colombia motorcycle tour is suitable for a good road rider, with previous experience of overseas touring.  It is
also suitable for experienced two-up couples.  Traffic conditions in Bogota and Medellin are very busy and quite
chaotic, with poor lane discipline.  Once outside of these major cities, the main roads are quieter but please be
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aware of slow trucks and buses on some of the great twisty roads, which can also throw out black smoke! You
must be a positive and assertive rider to ensure your overtakes are safe and progressive around these vehicles. 
We have included some small sections of unpaved road to get you off the beaten track to see some hidden gems,
most of which are optional.

Do I have to ride in a group?
No!  We do not make you ride in convoy.  We offer you the freedom to decide how you would like to ride.  We give
you a road book, GPS co-ordinates and hotel information.  You can use this to self-navigate.  If you prefer to ride
with our Motorcycle Tour Leader, then you can do this.

What is the average group size?
Our groups are normally between 6 – 10 riders (some riders will have passengers). Most of our groups are from
the UK, but we also have customers from the USA, Canada, Australia, Germany, Switzerland etc.

Is this ride suitable for a passenger?
Yes.  In fact, every tour we have operated in Colombia has had couples riding two-up, but we do recommend that
your passenger needs to also be an experienced tourer.

Is there a support vehicle?
Yes, this tour operates with a local support vehicle and driver; the support vehicle operates with a bike trailer.  The
support vehicle will carry your luggage – you must ensure that your bags are suitable to be packed into a 4 x 4
vehicle. Hard suitcases and wheeled cabin baggage are not suitable for en route. We recommend soft, robust
bags, such as Ortlieb, that are waterproof and dust-proof.

What documents do I need?
You will need your original documents as follows:  Passport, Driving Licence, International Driving Permit.  In
addition you must have travel/medical insurance (compulsory requirement). As visa requirements are dependent
on your nationality and can be complex, with constantly changing requirements, we would direct you to our
appointed visa agency for advice.  www.thevisamachine.com

What about flights?
For clarity, we do not include your passenger flights.  Once we have confirmed that this tour is a guaranteed
departure, it is your responsibility to organise your own flights to and from the start and end point.

You need to book an outward flight to our start point, Bogota to arrive on 2 October 2020.  The earliest leave date
is any time on 14 October 2020 from the town of Popayan.  Only book your flights once we have confirmed that
your tour is a guaranteed departure.  We do not refund flight costs if you have booked flights for a tour that has
not been notified as a guaranteed departure.

We will pick you up from the airport, provided you arrive on the official start date. We drop you off at the airport 
provided you leave on the official end day.  Airport transfer may be done by bus, minibus or taxi.  If you arrive on
any other day, you are responsible for your own journey between the airport and the group hotel.

Should you wish to arrive before the official date or stay after the official end date, please simply request extra
nights at the time of booking and we can make the reservation at our group hotel.

What will the weather be like?
We cannot guarantee the weather on tour!  The climate is very different on this route.  Bogota lies at 2,640m
altitude and daytime temperatures are normally around 14-18C.  In Cartagena, daytime temperatures are likely to
be 30-35C.  In Medellin, daytime temperatures are normally around 24-26C – it is called the City of Eternal Spring
due to its constant temperatures.  Due to the season, there is likely to be some rain during this tour.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
 http://www.worldclimate.com/

Do I need visas for travel?
UK / EU / USA / Canadian citizens do not require a visa in advance of travel, at the time of writing.

The above information is provided in good faith.  It is your responsibility to have the correct visas in place prior to
travel.  Please check what requirements are necessary for your nationality.

http://www.thevisamachine.com/

What about my health when I am abroad?
It is a condition of your travel with us that you have in place travel / medical insurance to cover you for medical
treatment and repatriation if you suffer any illness or injury when on the tour, including any injury sustained from
riding or being a passenger on a motorcycle.

Before you travel, we strongly recommend that you visit your GP or a specialised travel clinic to get advice on the
recommended vaccinations and other health protection measures needed for the countries on this trip. As
background, the websites listed below may prove useful.

http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/
http://www.masta-travel-health.com/

Please note that many countries on this route do not have the same level of medical infrastructure nor consistent
medical standards that you may be used to.  In particular, emergency services often may be a long distance
away, with no co-ordinated response, or sometimes no medical response available within reasonable times. This
is a risk that you accept on booking.

What about local currency?
The base currency for this trip is the US Dollar. The US Dollar is readily exchangeable for the local currencies.
When you bring US Dollars, it must be in MINT condition or locals will not readily exchange the notes.  The
websites below will give you the current rates of exchange.

http://www.oanda.com/
http://www.travelex.co.uk/

How safe is Colombia?
Colombia has a long democratic history, but the country has suffered from internal conflict for over 50 years.
However, security levels have improved significantly and as at March 2019, the British FCO has not issued any
travel advisory warnings for our route in Colombia.  However, travel advisory warnings are in place for other parts
of the country where risks relating to drug gangs and other criminal or terrorist activity is higher.  We do not travel
in these regions. As with all countries, you should take common sense precautions for your safety. All previous
participants on our rides through Colombia have been very positive about their experience.
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